Results for the following question:
Can crystal meth be used responsibly as an occasional recreational drug by some gay men? 
	Yes 
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 19.2%

	No 
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 74.4%

	Undecided 
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	Total Votes: 1048


Comments:
These comments are reproduced as written by visitors to this Web site. They have not been edited for content, grammar, or spelling. The viewpoints appearing here are those of the writer, and do not necessarily reflect the opinion or views of advocate.com, The Advocate, or its affiliates.
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Ronald L. 
It is ridiculous to assume that gay men have control of this drug from hell - if they did then we wouldn't be facing a crisis that rivals AIDS in terms of its ravaging effect on our community. It is about time that those preaching harm reduction acknowledged this fact and reassessed their approach. For my money, the only resource that has proven entirely effective in helping me kick Tina out of my life has been Lifeormeth.com. As its byline says, "Know the truth about crystal meth and set yourself free!" That is so true. This was the first resource to tell the whole truth about meth use, and I know others who are using LifeorMeth as their bridge to seeking rehabilitation. Shame on The Advocate for not recognizing its work in your latest issue in favor of the likes of Tweaker.org, which itself is a clear inducement to carry on using meth!! And why did Advocate wait so long to give meth the prominence it deserves in favor of promoting straight actors on your covers who no one gives a damn about? It's too little, too late, guys! 

Will Warner 
Like alcohol, meth's unhealthy and addictive, but not deadly, and some people can use it responsibly. Like alcohol in the 20s, and other drugs, outlawing it only creates urban gang violence, poisonous "bad batches" like bathtub gin, and contempt for the law. 

Anonymous 
Absolutely NOT! As a former recreational drug user, I have never seen anything as adictive as crystal meth. For years, I used cocaine occasionally without addiction. Anyone I've ever known to use meth ends up with major problems associated with their addiction. 

Anonymous 
I'm amazed by the sweeping condemnation expressed in so many of these comments. Caffine is a drug used responsibly by millions and abused by millions more. Discipline is the key..if you have it, you don't become addicted, so the answer is yes, it can be used responsibly. That being said, I would agree that for the majority that use it (70%?) they discover they are doing too much. Some quit with litte consequence. Too many become victims. This is a complicated issue but one thing is certain - we would all be better off if it vanished tomorrow. 

James 
I was addicted to meth for two years and it completely destroyed my life. When I started doing it I thought I had control of the situation but I did not, This drug makes you live a different life than what you think you are living at the time. It completely takes over without you realizing it. So, regardless if you think you can use the drug reasposibly or not it is ultimately not your decision it is Crystal's. 

jjnorth 
oh HELL NO!!! there is NO such thing as a recreational drug. crystal meth affects ALL communities.. it knows NO boundaries. my sister lost her husband to meth and two children lost their father to the drug. he believed his use of meth was "only for recreational purposes".....and now he is dead. that being the better option for him, he knew drugs were destroying his life, his family his professional credibility. he opted, (rather than becoming "a slave" and continuing to remain addicted to this drug and others), to end his life. i can honestly say i am glad he ended his addiction to meth, but i am sad that i have a wonderful niece and nephew who no longer have a father and a sister that no longer has a husband. i am angry that rather than he attempting to clean himself up, he chose the easy way out, crunked himself on some choice drugs and ended his life. so all you's out there that "think" you can recreate and NOT become addicted....uh huh. keep believing that crap. sounds like the same tune as an alcoholic. same excuses...same dead end mentality. 

Anonymous 
I have indulged in an occasional recreational use of crystal meth. I know that this narcotic can have detrimental effects on the human body, however, I have yet to experience a negative aftermath; I take small doses. I am not advocating its use, nor am I frowning upon the idea of its use. 

Anonymous 
Perhaps for a very limited few, but for the majority, I sincerely doubt it! 

Jer 
Some evidence suggests that a few seem to have -as yet- managed occasional use but why take the chance with the risk so high? 

Anonymous 
all losers 

Editor SGMN 
If the gay community can not get a handle on meth, meth will bring down the gay community as we have known it! 

Dan Pavsek 
Just another scourge on our community. Drugs are destrutive and should be avoided. Why must we insist on destroying ourselves. I'm afraid that this desire for destruction is a result of both internal and external homophobia. Let's not do the right wing's work for them. 

Steve 
From past experience Crystal leads to paranoia behavior. 

Anonymous 
That has got to be the silliest question I've heard in a long time. Would you ask the same thing about heroin or crack? 

Jonathan 
It seems that the drug is too alluring for infrequent recreational use. Infrequent will become frequent will become chronic. And chronic use is just too destructive. 

Anonymous 
No, And for those who insist on suicide, a 38 aimed at the rood of the mouth is fast and efficient, And there's no risk of spreading HIV that way. 

Anonymous 
What does sexual orientation have to do with the use of illegal drugs? This poll makes us look sick. 

Anonymous 
i'd like to know what kind of drug the person who wrote this poll question is on?????????????????? 

Todd Munson 
I don't believe that crystal meth should be used as an occasional recreational drug by gay men because it might start as an occasional drug and then become a habit that's hard to break. Also, it is said that using crystal meth puts gay men at a higher risk for HIV/Aids. 

T-Bone 
Hey, I have an idea for your next poll, here goes. Can a person get sore balls from crabs on a toilet seat??? 

Evan Swope 
This is the difference between prescription drugs and dangerous drugs; there's nothing safe about this, mentally, physically, or emotionally. 

Samuel 
The day crystal meth can be used responsibility sould be compared to running over small children with a car...but make sure you do it responsibily.....wear your seat belt. 

Anonymous 
no way! 

Chaz 
Even if crystal meth is not in its purest form, it only takes one high to get you hooked. It has been proven that those who use crstal meth are attempting to reachthat original euphoria feeling from the first high. In inorder to obtain that high, one must use more and more of the drug. 

Kevin Tyler 
The use of this drug, and others like it, are ultimately an escape route from life, not a weekend vacation. Once the high is gone, you're still left facing yourself in the mirror the next day. All the fear, the pain, the anger & frustration, the longing & the worthlessness you sought to avoid comes rushing back. It's only a matter of time until you have to escape those feelings again. Here’s the catch: Each trip down that road exacts a higher toll. The result? An Iron-Gripped monster of a problem that overshadows all the others combined, and the original problems continue to linger in the background, waiting to be addressed. Solve those first, and the need to escape, to use the drug, is never needed in the first place. I live in the very rural Pacific Northwest. I've lost many friends to this "recreational activity", most of them straight! The root problems are almost always the same, only the circumstances are changed. 

Anonymous 
I recently attended a forum on meth use and how it relates to HIV transmission. The forum featured talks by several meth addicts in recovery and several doctors. ALL said it cannot be used "just recreationally." You will find yourself addicted if you try that. I personally know people who have been users of meth since the 70s. They have awful lives. 

ryan 
A drug is a drug! Everyone is addicted to something, and when you throw in a very adictive drug, there is no way it can be used recreationaly no matter what anyone else says... 

Anonymous 
While it may be true that some people might be able to use the drug without all the ill effects that are noted in the press and often seen of users in everyday/night life, no RESPONSIBLE gay man (or woman) would even take the risk of this happening to him or her. The simple fact that meth tends to impair judgement makes its use an irresponsible act, no matter how "reponsible" the user. 

Jason 
I have two uncles in prison, both as a direct result of using crystal meth. One of them gouged his mother's eyes out with his thumbs, the other stabbed his father to death. These are my grandparents. Crystal meth doesn't destroy the lives of JUST the users. And you're asking if it can be used responsibly? Funny. The answer is no, and anyone who uses it deserves zero respect. 

Anonymous 
That's like asking if heroin can be used for recreational purposes only! 

John 
Maybe for just a few times, but unfortunately after that, even if it is just every other month or so, you are hooked! 

Cecil L Young 
Ok, call me an old fashioned middle aged middle class gay white man, but 'recreational drugs' be they 'legal' like tobacco, or liquor, or illegal are just asking for addiction - or even worse health / safety issues. 

J Taylor 
Never used Meth. I have enough problems avoiding weed constantly. 

Tomas 
No drug, of any kind, can be considered safe, no matter whether used in moderation or not. 

Anonymous 
Are you crazy!? 

Steve 
What a dumb question. Can a person "responsibly" pour gasoline over himself and then light it? Just occasionally? 

M & D Atlanta 
No one should be fooled into believing this. I have lived thru my lovers and my experiences and tho we are strong men with great careers...we were close to doom. Fortunately , we met during our individual meth party days...great sex , lots of hot men but our souls were void of true happiness...we knew how bad this drug was and when we met, we knew the other was better than this. We used each other as a crutch to pull ourselves out...love was the key ingredient for us..i didnt want him to be taken from me beacuse of health risks from this drug and vice versa..it was a difficult journey..we still have left over baggage from those days...but we keep going knowing that with each passing day we are further from it. We are deeply saddened by those friends and others who are still in the clutches of Hell...we will continue praying you and for our continued strength..M & D Atlanta 

charles 
yes it can because we as people know how to handle it 

Mike 
I loved being on crystal meth. I was on it for two years in NYC. We thought we were so cool. Havn't had it in five years. I have lots of crystal meth dreams. Wish I could do it again just so I can loose the 50 lbs I gained when I quit using. 

Anonymous 
Thanks for the articles on meth. I don't use dope, but too many people I know are doing meth. 

Anonymous 
NO!!! This drug has destroyed so many in our communities lives to the point where you can't even communicate with them on a basic level when they are in the heights of their addiction. The damage this drug does to one's brain, mental health & psyche is absolutely devestating. Living in Los Angeles and being a mental health advocate I've seen the destruction @ nearby Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in-patient mental health units and the drug induced psychosis, Bipolar Disorder and etc, that doesn't go away. There must be something they can do to tackle this heinious drug and get it off the streets in a more agressive fashion. 

Anonymous 
Yes, I have seen some use crystal meth on occasion and retain control of their life. The person able to do this is very rare indeed. I almost let it ruin my life. I quit 6 years ago. 

damon 
It is a dangerous poison. I know so many gays who are killing themselves on this poison. God help the glbt community to stop this self hatred. 

Anonymous 
So rare is the person who can resist the allure of crystal; no gay person should ever try it. Addiction is hard to admit, even harder to break. By the grace of the gods and goddesses, I do not have addictive tendencies. My partner of 15 years does; he can become addicted to Diet Coke therefore he wisely avoids alcohol, tobacco and all drugs not deemed medically necessary. Getting off Diet Coke can cause 2 weeks of misery. Don't risk crystal. It is harder to kick and you may loose your home, your job, your family, your lover and your life. It ain't worth it! 

Anonymous 
No no no no no. Get real. 

Cooper 
What would Socrates say? As a marginalized minority, the LGBTQ community needs to set an example and show America that we are a healthy, responsible, and law abiding citizens. Gay men should especially be alert on how their actions affect the community. It is appalling that queer culture is portrayed as sex crazed, but also a people obsessed with an illegal drug! Let’s not throw in big fad liabilities that will only harm our fight for equality. 

Thomas 
There is no "responsible" use of illegal drugs. They damage your body, your mind, and your soul. Gay men deserve better than self-destruction. 

Anonymous 
How can you even entertain the thought that one of the most addictive and destructive drugs can be used responsibly? 

Anonymous 
I'm a psychiatrist. Yes, some (VERY, VERY FEW) can use meth recreationally. The problem is, each man who tries it thinks he's the one-in-a-thousand who can use it recreationally, up to and including the moment his life implodes as a result of uncontrollable use. Is that long a shot really worth likely becoming a slave to a bitch named Tina? I've yet to meet someone who says yes. 

Anonymous 
Some of the responses on here seem pretty ignorant to me. Yes, tina can be very dangerous and addictive, as can smoking and drinking. But with enough self-esteem and desire to control your own life, you can control your actions... I, for one, have occasionally tried tina over the past 3 years...probably about 3 times a year (although not for about 8 months now). And you know what? I really liked it--lots of energy, great sex. Did I instantly throw my life away and become an addict? NO. It's about self-control, guys, not some evil drug. 

Alexander 
While I tend to have a live and let live philosophy when it come to recreational drugs, I don't think meth falls into that category. Like crack, it is merely a catalyst for destruction. 

Mark 
Except for the rare person, it is far to easy to get hooked on and, at least as for what I have wittnesed, lives have been ruined. 

G.B.O. 
VERY few can, most can't: The REALLY bad news is, most get addicted trying to find out. Please don't waste yourself like I did for so long. 

Chris 
From what I have seen, people get hooked pretty quickly. Then have a hard time getting off. They don't seem to be able to handle the normal highs and lows of everyday life afterwards. A normal day becomes to depressing for them. 

Anonymous 
While there are some substances that are safe in some quantities for some people many stimulants such as meth are not safe. Learn form the coke epidemic of they "80s. Everyone said you couldn't get addicted and that it was "perfectly safe" with tragic results. 

Bighomo in NJ 
What a stupid question. What's next, can occasional drinking of bleach purify your insides? Get real fella's. 

Scott 
Anyone who thinks using crystal meth is "responsible" or can be used "responsibly" is more than welcome to join me every Saturday morning to visit the detox / mental health floor ward of my local hospital to see where that type of foolish thinking leads.... 

Anonymous 
While I do know some men who have used crystal recreationally, I also know that they are not in any hurry to do it again. I think crystal is far too dangerous a drug for anyone to play with, and if an individual feels they can control it, well, then they've already lost. Just ask Natash Lyone. 

Anonymous 
Crystal Meth used as an occasional recreational drug, I have never heard of anything more stupid then that! 

unhappy subscriber 
C'mon, this has got to be the most ignorant question yet asked by this poll. Considering the debate about the breadth of this problem, why not ask if folks have tried meth and if so, how often. You often miss the mark with these poll questions. The magazine has improved greatly over the past year, now take time to improve this poll. 

Jordan 
I think any drug, by some people, can be used "responsibly." However, like we have witnessed on numerous occasions, there are others who will end up abusing it. 

Anonymous 
Everyone I have seen using meth can not use it as an occasional drug. I have seen it destroy lives!! 

Tami 
Crystal Meth used by anyone is harmful and can cause serious heath problems. I hope that anyone would love themselves enough to take care of their bodies. 

Anonymous 
Why would the Advocate even ask such an irresponsible, damaging question ?! There is nothing occassional or moderate about meth. 

David 
I have found that there are few if any substances that can be used "recreationally." Generally, people who utilise such substances are of a personality type that requires some sort of enhancement in order to feel comfortable. I should know, I am one of them. It is very hard to get off of such substances and easy to get hooked. Addictions can be ended, but it is best if they are never acquired. 

Caroline Gay, Tampa, Florida 
NO! I can't believe you even asked this question. 

Bob 
I imagine that there are some few people who can use crystal meth a couple of times, or a couple of times a year, and without any negative consequences. But for the vast majority, the answer would certainly be "no.". From my (fortunately second-hand) experience, crystal is a dangerous and highly addictive drug. Alcohol and drug addiction is the scourge of the gay community; it is fueled in no small part by internalized homophobia and the sooner we realize this, the more likely we will be to fight it successfully. 

John 
NO! This drug kills heterosexuals, bisexuals AND homosexuals. You gotta be crazy to get into this. Even if you say it's just "occasional" for "recreation". There is no such thing as using drugs "responsibly". That's like saying "I only play Russian roulette responsibly". Wake up people! 

Anonymous 
I know some people who seem to be able to use this drug recreationally. However, most people can't. Therefore, I'm undecided. 

John 
There are some people who are not addicted to certain things. I on one hand was never addicted to alcohol, cigarettes, pot or cocaine, but for some reason crystal meth crept into my life and became a constant source of power and weight loss. All of it lies of course and I would go on to loes my apartment in Beverly Hills, my bmw convertible and my high paying job in the entertainment industry. I also lost all my friends and family. But this is about "some gay men" and I believe there may be some who can take it or leave it, but most end up taking it too far like myself, not paying attention to the warning signs, and end up going from social user to drug addicted loser. 

Paul in Dallas, Texas 
No drug, whether it's crystal meth, alcohol or cocaine, can realistically be used responsibly. These all alter your judgement and reduce your control. The only question is how irresponsible you're willing to become. 

Anonymous 
drugs are not for recreation, they ruin life's not just the person using it but friends and family. if you want something to do for recreation try sports,art, music, reading, extreme sports. be good to yourself. 

Anonymous 
drugs are not for recreation, they ruin life's not just the person using it but friends and family. if you want something to do for recreation try sports,art, music, reading, extreme sports. be good to yourself. 

Anonymous 
drugs are not for recreation, they ruin life's not just the person using it but friends and family. if you want something to do for recreation try sports,art, music, reading, extreme sports. be good to yourself. 

Anonymous 
drugs are not for recreation, they ruin life's not just the person using it but friends and family. if you want something to do for recreation try sports,art, music, reading, extreme sports. be good to yourself. 

Matthew 
NO, DON'T DO IT! This drug has the potential to bring our community to its knees. 

Matthew 
NO, DON'T DO IT! This drug has the potential to bring our community to its knees. 

Steve 
I've known a lot of (too many) meth users, but never met ANYONE who used it responsibly. That's really kind of a contradiction in terms. How many people drive drunk responsibly? 

Bob W 
NEVER EVER! As a 44 year old gay man, i've witnessed the ebb and flow of the drug du jour in the gay community. From Extacy-induced dance-a-thons, to the date-rape-drug, GHB, pot, crack, coke - you get the idea. But NEVER have i witnessed the quick decline of a human being faster then when on Crystal. Asking if "Tina" can be used recreationally is like asking if playing russian roulette is a good replacement for "Queer as folk" for entertainment. I tried it once - and wow! I knew immediatly how powerful this drug was and it scared teh shit out of me. It can turn the shyest of men into a "get out of the way everyone i wanna dance" queen and give him the libido of South Park's version of Saadam Husain in "Bigger, Longer, Uncut" Race forward 3 months and the same, good looking, well employed young man is now looking like a refugee from a concentration camp, no friends, and totally focused on looking for the next dick he can have up his A$$. You see them! You wake up on sunday morning and check your email and you get "IMed" by 3 or 4 guys almost instantaneously, with a common question: "Hey, looking to play? I'm home, naked, and ready. Just come in my house, you'll find me on the bed with my a$$ in the air!" There's nothing recreational about Crystal! But gay and gay-friendly sites like gay.com and others (including AOL) don't prohibit the use of the words PnP in profiles! It's ironic, a site like manhunt.net prohibits the use of the words/terms TINA, PnP or anything that remotely advocates or advertises a man is using Crystal! The reality is, TINA use will only decline when every individual gay man confronts those who use tina and tells them that what their doing is NOT GOOD and it could, in a worse case scenerio, kill them - but more likely it will ruin their life for a long time! I have a zero tolerance for those who use tina. I, and my partner, make it clear to our friends that our continued friendship will be based on no drugs! Hey, we're no angels, i know that. We use poppers. We enjoy a few glasses of wine or beer or a cocktail - and yes, they are drugs too. But i know, that like HIV awarness, helping to stop the scourge of Crystal depends on me no longer turning a blind eye to gay men proudly advertising they are into PnP! If more gay men who are opposed to those using Crystal were to stand up and confront those who do - maybe we'd make a dent in the problem! 

Anonymous 
Not every single person who uses the drug ends up abusing it. 

Anonymous 
For a short time, yes. But it's powerful. VERY powerful. It always wins. 

Anonymous 
The devil incarnate is "Tina". Stay away from that bitch. 

Cameron T 
I believe that most any drug can be used recreationally from time to time. The problem is that in many cases "time to time" begins gettting more and more frequent. I know I couldn't do it, but there are some I do know that can and have. 

Bruce Skeaff 
What's the next concept we're supposed to swallow: "Recreational drunk driving"? 

Anonymous 
I have no idea. I don't take drugs or drink so, the concept of addiction is very remote. All I would need to know about 'meth' is what is does to your teeth. I may be shallow, but I value having white teeth and a healthy mouth to use for eating and sex. 

Anonymous 
I have no idea. I don't take drugs or drink so, the concept of addiction is very remote. All I would need to know about 'meth' is what is does to your teeth. I may be shallow, but I value having white teeth and a healthy mouth to use for eating and sex. 

Anonymous 
Time for a new question..... 

david 
what a stupid poll. 

Cave 
That's like asking if cocaine or heroin is a safe drug for casual use. The answer is no. The only "drug" i could responsibly condone for casual, personal use is marijuana and that should be regarded as being under the influence of alcohol. 

André 
If I didn't know a couple that has the ability to schedule their use and stick with it I would definitely say NO WAY! 

Frankie 
Yes, but only if you don't have an addictive personality. I tried it a few times in college but then took a pass on using it. "We do to enjoy and over do to escape." I have no need to escape. I would rather have a natural high with someone I love. 

Christopher Sexton 
As a 24 y/o gay man now crystal free for 3 years, even I can reluctantly say yes. Tina left serious physical and emotional scars, though the physical ones have long since healed. The emotional scars left me replacing one addicion with another. Though I was able to quit crystal cold turkey, I haven't been as lucky in my struggle against others. Sure some people can use tina, coke, K, or E responsibly...though the real addicts will realize that praying at night so that you can "use them like responsible people can", "use responsibly", or not finish an entire bag and stop (and you know who you are!), those are the ones that really need help, and shouldn't be using at all. Can some do tina "the right way"-- take it from me but after a day or two of not sleeping and horrible sketchiness that inevitably ensues; ugh! Why would you even want to? 

Anonymous 
It's hard to say, with any drug. It trully depends on the person. While many of my friends have made a career of clubbing, there subtance choice it strictly by the party. One does CMeth weekly and functions sometimes better socially on the drug then off, and another needs a sitter so he doesn't do anything or anyone stupid. I say no because I've lived it and it will catch up with you. 

Anonymous 
It's hard to say, with any drug. It trully depends on the person. While many of my friends have made a career of clubbing, there subtance choice it strictly by the party. One does CMeth weekly and functions sometimes better socially on the drug then off, and another needs a sitter so he doesn't do anything or anyone stupid. I say no because I've lived it and it will catch up with you. 

Anonymous 
It's hard to say, with any drug. It trully depends on the person. While many of my friends have made a career of clubbing, there subtance choice it strictly by the party. One does CMeth weekly and functions sometimes better socially on the drug then off, and another needs a sitter so he doesn't do anything or anyone stupid. I say no because I've lived it and it will catch up with you. 

Philip Ferrera 
Remember that prison from the Superman movies, the Phantom Zone? If I could round up everybody who's ever pushed crystal meth, I'd put them there. Let them be jackasses in meaningless space for all eternity, and let the rest of us get on with it. 

DZ (West Hollywood) 
I believe that there are two types of people who try crystal meth: those who don't like it, and those who have a problem with it. 

Anonymous 
No drug should ever be considered "recreational". 

Kory - Denver 
That is a "STUPID" question to ask. Can you see the rising statistics in HIV/AIDS?? There is alot of "BAREBACK" "UNPROTECTED SEX". Since when do "RESPONSIBLY" gay men use a condom? 

Anonymous 
you gotta be kiddin me 

Anonymous 
This can not be a real question, because no one is that damned stupid!!!!!! 

L-cubed 
I wish there was a "hell no" choice in your voting. If people can't handle drinking and smoking pot without turning their lives into crap, how could they poss handle meth. like everything else that is bad for you, it will distroy your life and the lives of everyone around you. Stay away from it. . .we have enough things killing us without killing ourselves in the name of so called "fun." 

Anonymous 
You've got to be kidding! 

Thad De Groot 
Why would anyone in his right mind snuff or shoot anything that is cut with Draino? Do these kids even know what Draino is? That is like drinking battery acid. 

John 
I have seen meth destroy many people I have called 'friend'. Nothing good can come from it. 

Just Kelly 
I live out in the ozarks, prime meth country. Let me tell ya, there is no responsible use for the stuff. We get them all over the place-- heck, my girlfriend's family and friends include some people who've been down that road, and let me tell you, that stuff messes you up *bad*. You can tell the meth-heads around here, strung out and fugged up, no damn use to anyone. GF's ex-boss got on the stuff, and wound up blowing the payroll for a major job on his habit (that's why he's the ex-boss). Couldn't get work, just hocked his tools while his poor wife was working her butt off to support their 3 kids. And I know a lot more like that. Gay or straight, that stuff WILL mess you up. 

Richard -Las Vegas 
What sort of stupid question is this? Did some teeny-bopper tweaker on your staff think this one up? There is no "responsible" use of crystal meth, or cocaine, or heroin, or any drug that gets injected or snorted and is done behind closed doors or off the toilet seat of a bar. As a group, gay men and women need to stand up against drug use and alcoholism in our community. Here in Las Vegas, the main source of recreation is to go to a bar, as there is nothing else available. There is nothing more pathetic than to see a 55-year-old man spaced out on drugs and alcohol, weaving his way through a bar, groping everyone he comes in contact with. When we finally get over this idea that recreational drug use is an okay thing to do, then we will finally start growing as human beings and as a community! 

jhardy 
yes, some probably can. but please don't try it or test it out. it's truly evil..."it eats your soul fromt the inside out" , as someone else on here wrote--that about covers it. 

Anonymous 
Why go down that road 

Chris S 
To even ask that question invites users to think they can. Anyone who answers "Yes" or "Undecided" is automatically a candidate for rehab. 

Anonymous 
You've got to me kidding me with this! Crystal Meth is a deadly killer! I hate to quote Nancy Reagen but "Just Say No"! 

william 
I have never met anyone that can use meth responsibly. I have seen people lose everything including their lives. I almost was one of them...it`s taken along time to get some of my life back in order. 

Anonymous 
I suppose there could be some people who could use this as an innocent high. No matter what the drug, there seem to be some who are immune to it. But the risks of severe life-destroying addiction is so high that I would recommend against even trying it once. If you really feel in need of a chemical high, there are less risky drugs available. 

mafio 
from what i have read , this will not be something to be taken lightly . i have never seen some one on meth . i live in a small town where we know most of the people . although i have never seen it , i think it is here . people have said the same thing about crack . people have said they can control it , and they were not able to do so . 

Anonymous 
Crystal can be used responsibly, but it takes strong will power and control to manage it. You have to set limits for yourself before beginning to use it - say a specific amount of the drug, or a certain length of time you'll party, and then stick to these limits. You also have to set limits as to how often you'll use it - say once a month, 4 times a year, something like this. Yes, it is has a high potential for abuse. But occasional and responsible use is possible. 

Jeffrey Suhr 
There is no safe level for the use of this substance. Anything that has to be strained through drain cleaner can be good for a human being! 

brandi 
the smartest, funniest, most responsible, most successful, coolest person i know lost her job, her health, her sanity in less than a year. and it's not over yet. 

Erick L. Semenske 
That's like askin' if crack can or if Repuklicans can tell the truth long enough to be redemed. Not gonna happen. 

Allan Barger 
Research on methamphetamine has shown that each and every dose alters and damages structures in the brain. As such, any use is harmful. This is different from low quantities of alcohol where many people can have a drink or two without damaging themselves or their lives. 

Jim Siegle 
This drug is devastating our community. It affects the brain chemistry in ways that makes it extremely addictive. 

Anonymous 
I doubt it. 

Anonymous 
I doubt it. 

Anonymous 
Meth, unlike many other street drugs I believe can be used safely, brings a much higher possibility of chronic use and addiction. 

Anonymous 
I've never heard of a "social" crystal meth user. It brings you to your knees eventually. 

Anonymous 
I've never heard of a "social" crystal meth user. It brings you to your knees eventually. 

jack dawson 
I wrot the last 2 opinions im not sure if i spell goog but im sure you got the idia . you can have a drink of your choice but please never use meth its not very good to destroy your life on the mobs idea of making money.am i making any sence???? 

Anonymous 
you know its a good thing that you have a poll on this matter ,but its also importaint that more have info on this matter too.it will kill you.to say the least.......... 

Anonymous 
how can you even think that . 

Amy M 
Any type of drug is bad even for recreational use. If only the world didnt have drugs, that would be awsome. 

Charles 
I was a crystal user for about a year and a half. I held down a responsible job, but the rest of my life was all about sex and getting high. It wasn't until I ended up in jail that I realized how much the drug had taken over my life, and I had started out just having fun. I have several friends still using, and I can only pray that they get out of that demonic habit soon. 

Matthew Campbell 
I only wish "Of Course Not" was one of the poll options. I find it difficult to believe that any "lab"-made chemical cocktail (for lack of a better term) can safely be used recreationally. Some people have been addicted to marijuana, a supposedly benign substance. How can a bunch of chemicals, thrown together for the purpose of altering natural bio-chemical processes, be ever considered safe to ANY degree, moderated or not? Anyone who deludes themselves into believing they can safely play with crystal meth should be forcibly thrown into protective custody. 

Anonymous 
Why doesn't the goverment realize that people want to alter their moods, and make safer, non-addictive drugs. Of course the only legal drugs are Alcohol and Cigarettes, both of which are addictive and can kill. I agree though that Crystal leads to rampent, unsafe sex, and the community as a whole should shun it. 

Bill 
I live with my partner of 5 years and he too thought it could be used occasionally like pot and other drugs similar. But to his surprise it hooked him instantly and turned our lives into an incrediblr living HELL! He has slipped back after having completed therapy and the same results occured. How long this will last we are not sure but a bigger question is how long is our relationship going to last if he can not ride himself of this god awful drug! 

Anonymous 
Of course. Just like alcohol can be used responsibly. Although I do not use it, my experience observing others that do is that most crystal users become addicts. It's like cigarettes. Most people who smoke cigarettes are addicted to them but only a few smoke very occasionally and could walk away without any displeasure. 

Cindy 
Sure, if they don't mind losing their inhibitions enough to have really stupid unsafe sex with who knows how many people. Why is it that gay men are so fucking moronic over everything? I personally do not care if the whole lot of you use meth, contract AIDS, and kill yourselves. It helps rid the world of some really stupid people. 
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Sure, if they don't mind losing their inhibitions enough to have really stupid unsafe sex with who knows how many people. Why is it that gay men are so fucking moronic over everything? I personally do not care if the whole lot of you use meth, contract AIDS, and kill yourselves. It helps rid the world of some really stupid people. 

Anonymous 
There is no other answer....NO! 

New Direction 
Recreational Drugs??? Sounds to be where our thinking should change..Facts have and or showing us that we are fooling and killing ourselves..Believing drugs can be recrational. 

Anonymous 
I have known a few gay men who have used meth responsibly and occasionally, but they are in the minority. In my experience, most gay men who begin to use tina regularly will at some point be drawn into the depths of addiction because of the strong association (for most of us) between crystal and sex. 

Anonymous 
It is way to addictive a substance to be used occaisonally. 

Paul 
We've seen the ravages . To even raise this question presents further damage to the gay male community . 

Anonymous 
Frankly, any one with an inkling of common sense recognizes that this question is ridiculous; of course it can't be used recreationally. The theory that it can work if you "know yourself and your limits" is ludicrous. This is, unfortunately, a trend in gay culture. As a young, gay guy, I'm seriously dissillusioned by the lack of emotional commitment and the typical path of self-destruction that is rampant in gay culture. As a further comment, I think the lack of commitment in the majority of gay men (exluding some, obviously) is as damaging to us as community. 
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Oriaku 
It cannot be used "responsibly as an occasional recreational drug" by anyone regardless of their sexual orientation. Addictions to drugs like meth do not decide to be a healthy drug for some while deciding the ruin the lives of others. G, L, B, T, Q, or Straight...Meth should not be used. Period. 

Tom 
Recreational drug use is irresponsible, regardless of the intent or result. 

Anonymous 
Your pole question is really not an appropriate question...It is not clear what your are really asking...very slanted. 

Anonymous 
Yes, i use it occasionally once a week. 

Mark Armstrong 
I have no experience with crystal meth but I have smoked crack and marajuana. I can live without marajuana but I can still recall the taste of smoking crack. I can still remember the feeling I got from it. I also can still remeber the price I paid for smoking crack and I consider myself far better off without it. I believe that everyday is a challenge for anyone in recovery no matter the drug and I wish anyone recovering the best of luck. 

Anonymous 
My opinion is biased. I've never done drugs--except alchohol and that not till I was in my 30s and needed help not being so uptight with my first visit to a gay bar. Why anyone wants to fuck with their mind is beyond me. No, I don't drink any more--but believe that alcohol consumption can be much better regulated on a personal level for most people than any recreational drug. 

John Olsen 
Infrequent use in a controlled and safe environment where damage to personal life and job are eliminated, or at least greatly reduced, can be one way to use meth as an occasional recreational drug and minimize the risks of progressing to addiction. Some people do this successfully, but over time many fail. Health risks, damage to relationships, loss of work, too often result from frequent, ongoing use. The healthiest and only risk-free way to use meth responsibly is to not use it at all. 

Anonymous 
Not everyone has addictive personalities. I'm no longer a user, but I knew when to put it down. I never lived out the horror stories many of my friends had, and was able to easily stop using when I did. I'm not making an argument FOR crystal meth, because most guys I know who were regular users developed serious problems. Just not everyone... 

Michael 
Crystal Meth is evil and makes people behave like freaks. Tweakers are to be avoided at all cost in all situations. 

Anonymous 
we hear the story of how we all saw our first tweaker...or how we became one, or how it happened that one weekend...the same kind of stories you hear about any other sort of recreational drug...alcohol...whatever. but we never really take into consideration exactly how many people we come into contact with every day of our lives who are able to compartmentalize the use of drugs...not just crystal but anything out there. we notice a tweaker because they're obvious. we'll never know exactly how many guys are out there who are responsible users for two very important reasons: 1. They're not obvious and they don't let it effect their lives the way it would an addictive personality. 2. We've created an unsafe place to even admit one is a responsible user. Why would they bring it up if they know there's a good chance somoene's just going to jump down their throat about it. 

Anonymous 
Drugs can be used recreationally by some people, regardless of sexual orientation. You just can't let yourself get caught up in it. But, when you do use,even recreatioannly, you take that chance of getting caught up. 

Randall Shirley 
Why would you even ask this question? The evidence is all around us--drugs like crystal meth ruin lives. I see this everyday on faces of people in my city. They've given up living for anything except the next drug hit. There must be NO permission for people to try such drugs, and those who say "yes" on a poll like this only give some readers a severely misguided dose of permission. 

fire fox 
crystal meth , look what goes into making this crap , and what it will do to your body ?? it sounds like on one has any respect for their life any more , a drug is a drug , wheather you get it from a school friend or a family member ,boy friend ,girl friend . it kills , if you don't believe then take a visit to a mentel ward to have a look at the ones that will never have a life, they will have that craving always 

Anonymous 
Of course Meth can be used recreationally by anyone. If you are informed about your use, and know your limitations before hand, by all means, enjoy! 

Terry Dewey 
Addictions are not occasional nor recreational. 

Rabbi Geller 
Hell no. It's a deadly thing. I graduated high school in Oklahoma City in 1984. I never used drugs. But so many were using everything from qualudes to angel dust. I never heard of meth at the time. I have a 15 year old son and I am so glad that he is against the use of meth and other deadly drugs. 

Ric in Dallas 
Just like other drugs with highly addictive qualities.. You will gradually need more and more to keep the "same high".. That's how the drug gets ya... Before you know it you are spending all weekend up with no sleep and loosing everything important (Family, Real Friends, home, money) all around you.. 

Mike DiPilla 
Why can't we enjoy our recreation without it? American Heritage defines recreation as the refreshment of one's mind or body after work through some activity that amuses or stimulates. Dancing, dining, traveling, coffee with friends and working out are some of the ways I refresh my mind and body. My mind and body never felt refreshed after using crystal. 

James Somerton 
Ok, first of all, any gay man or woman who woudl say that meth is a good thing is out of their minds. I'm against pretty much every drug out there but meth just pisses me off. The media has basically said that it is a gay drug, just as they said that AIDS was a gay disease. Allot of gay men and women do use the drug and so I ask you; how can you expect to be taken seriously when you defend a drug that systematically destroys countless lives every day? 

Minneapolis, MN 
Yes, please check yourself before you reck youself... If you are prone to addictive tendencies, most of everything in your life should be taken with a grain of salt. People need to understand that a hundred times more people die from cigarrette-related diseases and alcohol-induced fatalities than from the consumptions of illegal drugs. How come no body asks the question why our goverment doesn't ban alcohol and tobacco all together. Wait, I already have the answer to that. MONEY! It's all about the money. Do you think our world leaders would say no to the billions of dollars the two industries pump into the world's economy? Hell no! Even more disturbing is the fact that a lot of the drugs on our street today was developed and/or approved by our governments for well-intended uses. For all those who uses Meth as an escape goat for all the ills in our community, you needs to rethink your position here. Instead, we ought to place the blame on the failure of our govenment and their priorities. Through recent decades, our leaders have created the very problems they're trying to rid today. Why should society have to pay the price for the mistakes our leaders made? If we still believe in the notion of democracy, we need to hold our leaders accountable for everything they do, past or present. 

Jason - Minneapolis, MN 
I am a 27 year old gay man who I would consider as a "recreational" meth user. I've been using meth for about five years now and have never exhibited any symptoms or behaviors remotely close to those that have frequently been described in today's media regarding meth users. I believe the recent “meth crises” portrayed in the media has been over exaggerated. However, I am in no way attempting to promote the notion that meth is good for you - at least not in the long term. Like any drugs, legal or not, there are side effects. And with anything, the emotional underpinnings of an individual greatly alter the way a drug influences that individual's overall behavior and downfall. I used to belong to the so called “circuit world.” Back then, amidst all the partying and drug uses, I was being quite responsible. I committed myself to the primal rule that partying and drug use was only for the weekend days – nothing beyond that. To be completely honest, I have never once broken that rule. I have not attended any circuit party for over three years now, and can’t say I really miss it. I guess it was just a phase. Currently, I still use meth a few times a month. Mostly to just get me that extra boost of energy to complete those chores around the house. I don’t consider myself as an addict. I still eat my daily shares of food, plus some; I still go to sleep at night; and I even weight more than I did before. I can’t really explain it, but I’ve always had the inner ability to say no. Most importantly, meth has never accompanied me to work. It saddens me to see so many lives have been negatively affected by this drug, considering the fact that it was being legally prescribed until 1971. Maybe this is a sign of our changing time and cultural/political landscape. The pressures from today’s life demands can be quite overwhelming. Maybe if our government would spend a little more time and resources tending to their citizens and nurturing the younger generations, instead of wasting our valuable resources in promoting wars, we would have a more healthy society. I hope my story can help shed some light on the other segment of the population that hasn’t been accounted for in recent studies. I believe the use of meth can be useful at times, but only if we can be responsible about it. With that said, meth is not for everybody… 

Jamie 
I somehow doubt it, at least based on my experience working in a medium sized hospital in a western Canadian city. We have never seen anything like the effects of meth on young people (gay, straight, poor, well-to-do.) The meth-induced paranoia and psychosis; the destruction of physical and mental health, the loss of social relationships and stability; and most of all, the incredibly fast rate at which users become dependent.... meth isn't like any other drug out there. (I've worked in Emergency for more than 20 years, and I thought I'd seen the worst of what drugs can do; that is, until this explosion of meth use.) The most depressing thing to us in health care, is that we aren't seeing many users get clean and escape the worst of these effects after they've become dependent. 

Steve 
Yes, but it definately helps to know thyself. 

Anonymous 
I will never understand the use of recreational drugs by anyone. And certainly will do not understand its very open use at circuit parties, bars, etc that are sponsored by large corporations. Gays will say it is part of their celebration of being gay, or whatever, but i don't buy it. I think it's just another excuse for many in the community conforming to the notion that it's all about having the best body, not what people have to offer beyond that. 

Anonymous 
What a stupid question; of course it can NEVER be used responsibly. 

W. Rogers RN (retr.) 
I have seen nothing but havoc in the lives of friends who have used the drug. My partner and I at this moment have a friend who used Meth to lose weight (yes, so he could look pretty in the bars), now he is BELOW his desired goal weight, and hooked big-time. Other friends have turned to theft, breaking and entering, vandalism all to get the money for another fix. Their teeth, their health, and their dignity is gone. we ALL would like to think we can party responsibly, but with Meth, I have yet to see it. 

Sammy 
The question should not be whether some gay men can use meth responsibly but rather if it is a socially responsible activity for gay men to condone. Throughout my twelve years of being out of the closet, my opinion of this drug has moved from curiosity to dangerous excitement to complete disgust. Each of these sentiments was equally strong, which is what makes it a difficult issue for our community. If more of us would deplore it's use outright instead of adopt a harm reduction attitude then more lives could be saved. 

Daniel the Spaniel 
What the fuck, can crack cocaine be used resposibly by some gay men...how about heroin. Although I support every individual's right to put whatever shit they want into their own bodies I can only imagine the developer of this question is a self-loathing queer bent on self destruction. As healthy and proud GLBT we have to start asking more sensible poll questions-such as have you ever tried to educate your fellow peeps on the dangers of meth!!!! 

Anonymous 
Can it be used by someone a few times and never tried again? Absolutely. Can it be used responsibly as an occasional recreational drug by some men? Not at all. I suppose one must define "occasional" and "responsible". Are you a responsible meth user because you have kept your job but exercised lapses in safe sex? Or are you a responsible meth user because you "only" do it on weekends? I actually find this question pretty silly. To those using meth and congratulating themselves on responsible usage, please, get a clue. You may not look like a tweaker, but you are still using. Face up. There's NO RESPONSIBLE way to use meth. 

ADAM A KARU 
I started to use ACID and put in 1959,. Responsible people use Responsible drugs; Reality is for people who cannot handle drugs! Adam A Karu 

Timotito 
I don't see any drugs being used in this way. They all have destructive qualities and lead to stronger, more addictive tendencies. 

Anonymous 
What a bizarre question to ask!! 

Peter 
No drug can be used responsible, look at nicotine! 

Anonymous 
About as responsibly as using poison to kill yourself for 'just a little while'. 

Buddy 
If you have an addiction problem...this is not the drug for you. I do use it occasionally...all the while knowing...what goes up, must come down. The down is a lot more intense than the up...which for me is enough to make it a recreational, occassional thing. And the insinuation that all people with great physiques are addicted to meth(that ad...)well, what about hard work, & discipline...I think that has more to do with six-pack abs than any substance. Too many people are blaming their insecurities on external forces... Meth is harsh...no doubt. But, I don't think it's the REASON for destructive behavior. Check yourself...before you wreck yourself. 

Merle H. Sykora 
Are you crazy? Given the statistics and the odds you are irresponsible to even ask the question! 

Lainie Wolven 
Everyone is different, and not everyone is some sort of addict. There ARE people who enjoy recreational drugs without becoming addicted to them. A dangerous gamble, yes. But anything is possible. 

Lainie Wolven 
I'm a proud lesbian who is 35 and would love to see gay marriage beome legal. I'm also the daughter of a minister, so I know what it's like to defend my own human rights! I've been out of that old closet since I was 17 years old, and never once thought of going back in it! I have a beautiful 'wife' and one day we hope to tie the knot just like anyone else in love wants to do. Let's all speak out, no matter what, and fight for the right for gays and lesbians to marry! 

Anonymous 
I have watched crystal devastate the lives of some of my closest friends. On a crystal-fueled binge, my safe sex rules went out the window and I contracted both HIV and syphilis. If you mess with tina, you WILL eventually get burned. If you think you can "manage it" you are fooling yourself. 

Anonymous 
Been there, done it... trust me, you cannot simply walk away! 

john sumlin 
Clearly believing that meth can be used "responsibly" is the first illusion meth addicts believe. 

steevo 
The severe changes in physiology this drug brings on are catastophic to the entire system. Some can dabble but that's not ususally the case; once you take it, ask youself why you do; that's the real problem. CM is such an assault on the immune system alone, I would think a sensible gay man would think twice. Anyway, it's just more repression, and repression is accepted opression. (Don't mean to be a Dr. Phil)! 

Anonymous 
It eat's your soul...very slowly from the inside 

Anonymous 
Ever heard of "No Hope In Dope." 

Anonymous 
Not by anyone male or female gay or straight 

Anonymous 
Have you not heard SPEED KILLS!! 

Anonymous 
I wouldn't call using ANY recreational drug "responsible." 

Thom Perkins 
I guess by this stupid question you are assuming we are all users???? Get real!!!!!! 

Tom 
Wow. All I can say is I can't believe this is a question. 

D. E. Davidson 
1)Tina is very illegal. Simple posession can land you in jail and make you lose your job. 2)Tina is a street drug made from any number of toxic chemicals such as Drano, nail polish remover, brake cleaner, muriatic acid, etc. You really don't know unless you make it yourself. 3)Tina impairs judgment -especially concerning safe sex- and just about all other decisions too 4)Tina certainly lowers immunity and probably causes brain damage 5)Tina is very seductive bitch. Fun at first,everything is rainbows and lollipops. But as the body adjusts to the drug, more is needed to feel the effects. Enhanced feelings of well-being,energy, desire and sexiness eventually are reversed into paranoia, lack of energy, lack of desire, and depression. Fun now? 
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Anonymous 
JUST FOR RECREATIONAL....I DO NOT THINK SO. IT IS A FOOL WHO THINKS IT IS, AND NOT BE ADDICTED. IT IS A DOWN HILL RIDE TO THE DITCH. 

Anonymous 
NEVER!!!!!!. Too Dangerous 

Casey 
No, Crystal Meth shouldn't be consumed by the human body. Thats like going under the sink and drinking a bottle of DranO. I don't think that anyone should be using any type of drug that isn't organic. 
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No, Crystal Meth should be consumed by the human body. Thats like going under the sink and drinking a bottle of DranO. I don't think that anyone should be using any type of drug that isn't organic. 

Anonymous 
It is illegal! 

Anonymous 
Come on folks, let's get real. It's been testified to a million times--meth (and other illegal drugs) is addictive and destructive. Stop looking for love in all the wrong places! 

Anonymous 
Just as gambling, caffiene, alcohol and other potentially addictive and dangerous activities can be enjoyed by those who use in moderation. 

Anonymous 
I understand from users that addiction can be so rapid that the casual user can be run down by the all too initially inviting locomotive! The harm reduction model may be inadequate in helping someone consider the risks prior to the experience of addiction with all of its attendant horrors. We recenly had a couple attacked with a baseball bat in beautiful Hawaii in what appears to be an ice indicent. 
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Torbear 
puh-LEEZ! This is one of the most addicitive substances ever to hit the casual drug use crowd. No way. I'm just glad I stopped years of drug use before it hit. 

Mark 
Maybe, if the users know when to stop. More often than not, however, "casual use but knowing when to stop" turns into "habitual use" without anyone noticing the difference. 

Glen 
Too many variables exist concerning purity, strength, method of absorption, etc. If this were a regulated, pharmaceutical grade drug then I'd be inclined to vote "yes." 

Anonymous 
Users are always losers! 

Jeromy 
Let's get serious! Any use of Crystal Meth is irresponsible to your health! Any addict you talk to will tell you that they are not in trouble...The only responsible thing to do is, is not to use it in the first place. 

sue 
grow up!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! gay men and lesbians have more important things to worry about right now. for example, the leader of our country just happens to hate us and so do most americans. isn't that a big enough problem? we are only hurting ourselves when we use drugs. i think the gay/lesbian community should be working harder to show the world that we will not put up with the crap that has been thrown our way recently. 

one angry lesbian 
using meth, or any other drug, is just the wrong way to deal with the many issues gay and lesbian people have. most straight people in this country already think we are sick and evil. do we really need to add on more reasons for the straights to hate us. we all need to join together in these dark days and take what is rightfully ours. we should be focusing on getting equal rights and taking this country away from the evil conservatives that hate us. drugs only get in the way of that. lets show the straights that we will not be treated like the evil step-childern of this world. once we join together and take away there power then we can celebrate truly and we won't feel the need for drugs anymore. 

Natasha 
crystal meth is a drug that makes you feel good and everyone loves that feeling so why wouldn't they want to feel good all the time. SO the answer is no because you can get addicted. but not to the drug itself but to how it makes you feel. 
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Anonymous 
that is the dumbest and most offensive question i have ever seen on this web site. 

Marlon Fixico 
The nature of meth-drugs is addictive to many human beings. The way you have phrase your question is very deceptive. It's reflective of the rationalization of addicts. The real question is can we afford to lose one life to senseless behavior. I suppose the answer is yes. We tolerate it everyday as long it's not me. Let me ask a similar question. Can russian roulette by played responsibly as an occasional recreational drug by some gay men? 

Melissa Lopez 
I think that it not about girls or boy .....or gay or straight really!!! I think it people in general . It's like any other drug. What ever is in , That is what the people are doing. Like cocanie ,herion,and what evers on the street will sell too. I am 34yrs old and I'm just find out what my youngs sister had over 55 plants of growing mariwania(sp)! So anything She was the golden kid. so I think it has the people wants!!!! 

Anonymous 
Its hard to say, most of the people Ive known who have done it were insecure, miserable, poor, and willing to do anything to brighten up their dismal lives---lets face it drugs make people happy when nothing else will. 

Anonymous 
After working with various "safe" drugs and suppliments in a laboratory setting (USC Med School Research), coupled with my direct experience with gay men from many walks of life, there is NO WAY anyone can take an addictive drug of this nature recreationally, say anything about a man struggling from pressures regarding his own sexual identity. 

detlev jackson 
Writing from an australian point of view, I believe crystal meth can be used responsibly as an occasional recreational drug, and is used as such by many gay men here in Sydney. Statistics show that problematic use of crystal meth is happening alongside other risk taking behaviours such as esoteric sexual practices, higher numbers of casual partners and unprotected anal intercourse. the debate in the US seems to have focused primarily on the issue of causation, in making a link between crystal use and HIV. This in turn leads to a culture where people who use crystal are driven underground and away from neutral information about how to avoid and deal with problematic use, should it arise. There are, however some excellent resources in the US especially crystalneon.org based in Seattle. 

Arthur Hernandez 
I started using crystal meth 8yrs ago first only on weekend,then next thing you know 8yrs later I end up a resident of the vaness recovery house after losing a condo my job my boyfriend the respect of my family who wanted to do with me. well now 2 1/2 yrs clean I have a job with one of the largest aids organizations in the world I have a small apartment in echo park and most of all I have my family along with thier respect. so to answer your question no you can't be a recreational tweaker. either you are or you're not there's no in between my heart goes out to those who think they can cause when they hit thier gonna hit hard. Thank's Arthur Hernandez 213-482-1067 

Richard in SF 
The problem with crystal meth is that it's so nice. People will want to come back again and again and again for more and more and more. It's a sure road to death. 

michael 
The Gay Community is in such denial on this issue, it is a disgrace. Just go to one of the gay adult websites and see what happens when articles about Meth are posted. Almost no responses Then read some of the postings from people who are using Meth. There over all response is it's part of the scene and I want to be where the action is. How much it has contributed to people having multiple sexually contacts, most of them unprotected, we will never know. But hey I am Gay. I am free. I can live my life style any way I want. 

Steve-Iowa 
NEVER! Living in a state where meth is a huge problem (Iowa), we see the effects of this poison every day. 

Anonymous 
The aftereffects are so detrimental that it almost precludes my ability -- and presumably others' -- to become addicted 

Edward 
I know that this seems to be a problem that is big in our community, but we can live without it. I have never used meth and never plan to. I think it is sad that there are some gays that believe it is a part of who we are. It is not a part of who we are, and I am living proof that you can survive as a gay men without using. 

Anonymous 
I have seen it destroy otherwise healthy and vibrant gay men. Stop the madness. 

David 
I've been trying to quit, though i do not do it every day and have actually made it 20+days without, I can't stay awat from it. I'm so grateful to the Advocate for this magazine article and maybe my sobriety will start here. 

Jared in Seattle 
The people I know who use meth have quickly spiraled out of control. Also, because it is a synthetic there is no way to really know what you are getting. 

John-Manuel Andriote 
Meth has been shown to damage dopamine-producing brain cells in small doses. Canadian researchers this summer reported that a single dose of meth can cause permanent damage to a fetus. Meth is such a destructive drug that there is no such thing as "responsible" use, period. 

David 
I believe the person using the 'recreational drug', is probably addicted, yet 'socially functional'. 'Recreational Drug' is an intellectual denial of addiction and a marvelous haze for the 'pusher'. The Gay Community may yet be 'pandemic' in its drug (and alcohol is a drug) usage. Self esteem is not found in drugs or anonymous sex. 

Anonymous 
don't be an idiot. 

Anonymous 
How can anyone think that a substance this addictive can be used recreationally? 

Anonymous 
Duh!?! We have trouble drinking coffee responsibly. Meth is DEATH! 

MuscleJake 
When I was using and sexually driven, I would ask almost all participants if they knew of anyone who could use tina recreatonally sucessfully. My poll came to about 98% saying that they could not and did not know of anyone who could use it safely. Jake from New York City 

Anonymous 
"Some" is the operational word here. I am one of those - I enjoyed the high for a few hours, but then suffered for weeks while I recovered from a single dose. As a result, I could not become hooked. I am also fortunate that I do not have an addictive personality (a rare trait among PNPer's) AND always put being on time and together for Monday morning at the office first. Adding the phrase "by some gay men" makes this question meaningless. 

Anonymous 
No. Not ever. 

A gay guy in West Hollywood 
There is no responsible way to use a drug which causes extreme damage to the body due to the toxic chemicals used in it; drains valuable and important public resources needed to police makers, dealers, and users; and puts honest, hard-working law enforcement personnel (and innocent children) at severe danger due to the hell of meth labs. Meth use in cowardly, unpatriotic, and selfish. Get over it. 

Anonymous 
I work with many substance abusers. I have seen first hand many people ruin their lives. And even though many people in the media do not want to acknowledge it, I have also seen first hand many people not ruin their lives. We need to remove the media hysteria and hype surrounding this issue and provide accurate, reliable, straight forward information. A hysterical portrayal is just as bad as an ignorant one. 

Anonymous 
This is a trick question, right? I've yet to encounter ANYONE who can use any mind-altering drug "recreationally" and be responsible about it. 

Anonymous 
Our community has to learn to stand on it's own two legs, be honest, responsible and stop glorifying drug and alcohol use. We have a lot more to offer to society and each other than great parties. 

John W Beck 
I have tried crystal meth twice in my life. Or, I should say, spent 2 nights doing it. It was a LOT of fun, and the things I ended up doing when on it convinced me to not do it again. While I had fun doing it, that drug just made me (and makes many others too) just want to keep doing it when I was doing it. I don't think it's really the kind of drug/experience one can "only do occasionally" and so nonchelantly like that. It's a little too adictive and fun for that. 

Anonymous 
Well it the question shouldn't completely refer to gay men, but hey everyone has the right to do what they please. Wanna get high? Go ahead, it's all in how your psyche reacts to the drug. 

Anonymous 
responsibly, yes; safely, no 

Tony Julian 
Anyone voting yes either did not read the article, or is already braindead. 

Diana 
I'm a psychologist and know how meth is killing and destroying the lives of teens and all ages. It is used increasingly by young women.I'm in Oklahoma and my state is known as one of the biggest producers of this dreadful poison. Wal-marts keep bronchial inhalors behind the counter and there is a limit on how much infant formula that can be sold since this is used in the production of meth. 
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Greg Wallace 
Absolutely not, I don't think we have the will power to keep it under control. 

Anonymous 
Too many people are climbing on the crystal bandwagon to explain their failure in life and take the easy disability way out that we have become all to used to using. You will always have immature irresponsible people trying to find an excuss to shirk there life responsibilities. Destroyed lives due to crystal are a fraction compared to those of alcohol and smoking, both are worse addictive drugs with major established longterm health effects, but are old news and will not sell media space, time, magazines, money which is the real reason you are all frothing at the mouths. 

Alex 
The addiction is so overwhelming that those who wanted to make this drug a "recreational" drug end up being addicted to it, wanting to stop but can't. Thus, many lives have been ruined and despair sets in. And since the drug is taken to enhance sex, many resort to unsafe practices that lead to HIV and STD infection. 

Brian 
No Crystal Meth is one of the most addictive drugs out there. There is nothing "occasional" when it comes to the use of this drug. Coming down off of it you want more to just maintain feeling normal. Eventually you have sunken so low, that you need crystal to just to be able to operate. After a while there is no "high", only a constant feeling of lowness. 

Scott 
Ahh, America...the creative force behind recreational drug use! There's now all manner of drugs in all forms - everything from shooting it your arm, to swallowing it, to drinking it, to smoking it...and ALL with the belief that "oh, this won't hurt ME - I'm different!!" Come on!! Too many Americans can't handle the LEGAL ones!! 

Anonymous 
NO, NO, and NO!!!! Drugs are drugs. Don't do them. 

Megan Rohrer 
I have seen too many lives ruined by the drug in San Francisco both while working at San Francisco General Hospital as a chaplain, and as a pastor to the homeless and hungry LGBTQ sex workers. Though the drug helps gay men feel like super men in the bedroom, the kyrptonite of STD's causes supermen to be left with ravaged bodies, minds and spirits. It is about time that the gay community begins to take a deeper look at the party boy culture that will provide everything as long as you are young, fun and willing to make your income disposable. Who is going to clean the deep dark closets of the LGBTQ closet where the skeletons of our addicted, infected and forgotten brothers and sisters. 

Bud 
I've never seen it happen. Some folks crash much harder than others. But even after "incomprehensible demoralization" I see guys going after the euphoric state again--against all reason. Glad it was just booze and pot that brought me down. Recovery from that seems like a cakewalk compared to crystal.
